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shall see, from premisses very similar to Carlyle's ;
both owed their life-blood to the stimulating indi-
vidualism of the old Romanticism ; both had inherited
the noble ethical idealism of Fichte ; both were fighting
in a life-and-death struggle against the all-levelling
collectivism with which the great German thinker Hegel
had crushed the old Romantic individualism. With
'Brand Ibsen was at last recognized as one of the great
poets of his nation ; the past, of neglect and indiffer-
ence, was atoned for.
Re-reading Brand in these days—more than sixty
years after its appearance—it is not altogether easy for
us to recapture the first fine rapture of that long past
time. I must confess I have a difficulty in recalling
my own feelings when I first read, and also tried to
translate, Brand> some forty years ago. It has not,
I fear, worn by any means as well as its sister-poem,
Peer Gynt. To us now, it stands as a poem belonging
to a definite age ; it is not, in the big sense, a timeless
poem that appeals to every time ; it expresses a mood
which, for better or worse, has passed. It may be for the
worse that in things of the spirit we see more tolerantly
than our fathers, that the note of religious intensity
has gone out of the intellectual life of Europe; but
we have inevitably to reckon with this fact. And if
we view with a certain objective indifference the
spiritual contents of Brand, we have also a more
critical eye for its literary qualities. I am not sure
whether there is even clearness and consistency in the
character of Brand himself. At one time, it would
seem as if his mission, his " calling ", were to make
religious faith a reality in human hearts; at another,
he is thundering against the lack of personality in the
men and women with whom he comes in contact.
We are left in doubt whether Brand's ultimate goal
is the realization of God or the realization of self.
There were not wanting, even sixty years ago,
critics who cavilled at the lack of flesh and blood in
this ruthless symbol of " all or nothing ". And yet,

